Good samaritans heading back to Thailand 
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Remember those two inveterate travellers Roisin Hall and her husband Andrew McCarroll? 

They upped sticks, sold everything, said good-bye to family and friends and headed to Thailand. They believed they had a calling and they were right. Only a couple of hours drive away from Bangkok is a city called Pattaya, a Mecca for the tourist, a playground for the rich. But as the couple found, if tourists were to travel to the outskirts they'd find the slums, the deprivation, the heartache and the hopelessness of the people who can hardly scratch together enough food to feed the family. 

They did what they could to improve the lives of these people; indeed they saved many and gave them hope for a future just by applying a common sense approach backed up with funds from people here in Ireland. Teaching children, looking after the aged and giving training to others so they could earn some money. 

“The main way of making a living there is in the sex industry, it's normal to see a young girl with an old western man in a supermarket, four million westerners come here to the pickup joints, four million just to Pattaya alone. The locals think this city will have plenty of work for them with the tourist trade but usually it ends up being something badly paid and usually sleazy."

When BBCNI heard what the couple from Finaghy were doing, they sent a film crew to spend a year following them in their work and this documentary, 'A Year in Sex City' is due to be transmitted on Thursday 11th February at 10.35 pm

“At the end of the time I said to Andrew that I thought I'd had enough, I was exhausted,” Roisin explained “Then we had one of those wonderful life moments when everyone we had come close to arrived at the airport to say 

goodbye. I was confused and we talked it over on the plane. Neither of us could settle after that, couldn't sleep so an idea took shape, a new project to build a clinic to provide free basic medicine and health care. I suppose the thought came first when I took an old woman to 

hospital for some help but they just sent her home with two paracetomol. She didn't get far; she died on the roadside sitting on a plastic chair, screaming in agony and ending her life alone and without dignity. This could have been prevented and that's what we aim to do when we go back in March."

