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Since childhood I’ve been impressed by a little lady who led her children to safety, Ingrid Bergman in the Inn of the Sixth Happiness, in reality Gladys Aylward, an English maid who became a missionary in China just before the Second World War. 

There she took over the running of an inn in the town of Yang Cheng where travellers could get a hot meal and a bible story. 

Her story is moving and culminates in her heroic trudge to freedom, guiding 100 orphans through the mountains, dodging the Japanese patrols for 27 days, to reach safety in Sian Province. 

Imagine the day in the early 1960s when we were going through the interviewees for Roundabout, the Ulster Television evening programme and I was asked to prepare a contract for Gladys Aylward. 

She was tiny, grey hair wispy and unruly, and, as she had taken Chinese citizenship, she was dressed in a traditional navy suit of trousers and over-blouse. 

She was impressive, warm and polite and it was a joy to talk to her. 

Like so many powerful people she was modest but her inner strength was obvious. 

Roisin Hall reminds me of Aylward. Roisin was a successful businesswoman in Belfast who two years ago decided to turn her back on the world of publishing, and with her husband, give herself to God to be guided by Him to places where she could work to His glory.

He took the couple to an orphanage in Pattaya, Thailand, where they taught English, looked after 50 babies and worked with the physically and mentally disabled. They were going for a few months but more than two years later they are still involved there.

Roisin has trained women and young girls giving them dignity and focus although her work has made her enemies amongst those running the sex trade. 

At the moment the couple are building a clinic. Why? 

Because one day Roisin stopped to aid an elderly lady sitting on a deck-chair at the side of the dirt road, doubled over and crying, she’d been turned out of the hospital to die alone and in pain.

Roisin is at present in Belfast raising money to complete the clinic.
